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From the Principal...

Dear All

These last couple of weeks have been full on with the Y3-8 children fully involved in their various EOTC programmes. These end-of-year

experiences are an integral part of school curriculum and provide some excellent opportunities for children to learn and interact in quite

different settings. Without high levels of parent help and staff commitment these programmes could not operate; so thanks to all involved.

Welcome: We welcome to Room 7 Anne MacKenzie, Petur Part, Jack Lancaster, Aiko Holster, Lucille and Lillian Davies, and McKay Taylor.
The big buddies are Jessica Mellsop, Wiley Craven, Paul Sasse, Marie Katsanos, Sinead Gregan, Skye Lovatt, and Josh Bates.

Congratulations:

Principal Awards: The following children were awarded Principal Certificates at our last hui.

Rm Yr Student Rm Yr Student
1 78&8 Jacob Bhula: Focused, consistent effort 10 3&4 Matthew Teague: Honest reflection & goal setting
2 7&38 Molly McDougall: Perseverance in all 11 3&4 Kaushiv Kumar: Huge effort and great learning

that she does
3 7&8 Helena Georgiakakis: Being a reflective 12 3&4 Cate Leong: Making a great effort
learner and acting upon feedback

4 2 Athea Reynolds: Being a kind, helpful 13 3&4 Ryan Connell: Great effort in reading, writing & art
friend

5 2 Astrid Holster: Working hard to achieve 18 5&6 Marino Doyle: Positive attitude & work ethic
mid-year goals

6 1&2 Lachlan Stefanidis: Being such a respon- 19 5&6 Sinead Gregan: Great determination and work ethic
sible class member

7 0 Flynn Dawson: Great thinking and in- 20 5&6 Jack Heald: Huge effort & progress in writing
quiry in science

8 1 Nicole Gregan: Having such amazing 21 5&6 Yassamin Bagheri: Across the board high achievement and
ideas contribution

9 1 Baxter Berdinner: Being so considerate

& helpful- a real team player

Final Prizegiving Hui: Rongotai College next Monday 19 December. Start Time: 4.30pm

ALL children are expected to attend. If they have one, it is appropriate for children to wear their school T or polo shirt. It is always a full
programme and you are requested to be seated prior to 4.30.

Personnel, Class Lists & 2012 School Organisation:

For those of you that may not have heard, Anna Martin will be leaving us at the end of this year. Anna started teaching at Seatoun School in
2002. After 18 months she left us to go travelling only to re-join us again at the start of 2006. Anna has taught from Y3-8 at our school. She is
a fabulous teacher and we will miss her dearly. The arduous drive to and from school every day finally took its toll; Anna has won a job at
Raroa Normal Intermediate, only a few minutes from her home. We wish her well.

As a consequence of Anna leaving we have taken the opportunity to make some changes to over-all school organisation. Tina Schmid will
move from Y3&4 back into Y7&8. Michelle Pontifex will be moving from Y2 into Y3&4. Ansa Kennedy will move from Y5&6 into Y1 and
Rebecca Power and Louise Noble will be teaching in Y2. Miriam Gaynor will teach the Y1/2 composite class and Teresa Keeley will teach in
Y2.

We welcome Mr Aaron Wright onto our staff as a member of the Y5&6 team. Aaron is a Wellingtonian and father of two young daughters.
Aaron has a strong sporting background and an interest in mathematics. He is a new teaching graduate having previously worked in
commerce.



We also welcome Ms Jess Ellis onto our staff. Many of the children know Jess already as she volunteered to help with make-up for the pro-
duction and has been working quite a lot as a reliever in all areas of the school over the last couple of terms. Jess will be working 3 days a
week as a teacher and two days as a teacher-aide next year.

Gerard Murphy, our librarian will be leaving us at the end of the year. Gerard and his family are heading back to the South Island where
Gerard has secured a teaching position for next year. We are fortunate that Laurina Wiley, our previous librarian who left when her second
baby was born is returning to take on her old role. Gerard has done a great job in the library, we wish him well back in the classroom.

Ann Vandendungen successfully applied for a Ministry of Education Study Award to undertake a Post Graduate Diploma in Specialist Teaching
(Hearing Impaired) at the University of Canterbury in 2012 and 2013. For most of the year Ann will be working three days a week in her class
(M-W) and Gill Billingsley will be working the other two.

As stated in an earlier publication of Steeple Rock we will also being saying goodbye to two of our teacher-aides; Antonia McBride and Rachel
Taylor. Antonia and Rachel have worked with us this year and have done an absolute brilliant job.

We welcome Alison Roper-Caldbeck and Hazel Rostron-Wood to our team next year. Both are parents of children at our school and both
already know their way around pretty well as they are regular parent helpers.

Junior School Y0-4 Year 5-8
Leadership: Susan Kliffen, Associate Principal. Leadership: Marion Hair, Associate Principal. Sam Broadmore, Team
. ) Leader Y7&8
Catherine Miller, Team Leader Y3&4
Room Teacher Room Teacher
7 Class starts at the beginning of 1 Tim Kong
Term 3. Terms 1&2 working
across Y1&2 team.
9 Ansa Kennedy 2 Sam Broadmore
8 Ann Vandendungen 3 Tina Schmid
6 Miriam Gaynor 18 prefab Penny Joblin
5 Teresa Keeley 19 prefab Aaron Wright
4 Rebecca Power & Louise Noble. 20 prefab Victoria Martin
Job share.
12 Michele Pontifex 21 prefab Marion Hair
11 Chloe Marshall
13 Catherine Miller
10 Sue Luxford
Dolphin Sandra Petrove
0.5 Reading Recovery & 0.1
Literacy Support
Support Team
Teachers Teacher Aides Administration
Gill Billingsley Karen Millar Anne McLellan Admin Manager
Jess Ellis Helen Tume Damayanti Patel Admin Assistant
Eleanor Stefanidis Katerina Juriss Karen Millar Receptionist
Friday enrichment -
Y5-6 .am. Y7-8 .pm Lyndal Linton Property
Deb McNaught Tessa Millar Win Issarawichitchaikun Cleaner
Wendy Griffith Jess Ellis Gwynne Lewis Seymore Cleaning Company)
Justine Bonner Pip Troy
Librarian Alison Roper-Caldbeck
Laurina Wylie Hazel Rostron-Wood




Our budget and staffing allocation will allow us to put in quite a bit of extra support over the first term next year. We will have some of our
support teachers working additional days to assist teachers. We have also increased the number of teacher-aide hours to provide the very
best support programmes we can. In total the school will be spending around $95,000 on additional support for children (this includes
teacher-aides and our librarian). This can be achieved because of the fantastic support received from parents through payment of the vol-
untary donation.

Last Day of School Programme:
School begins at the normal time of 8.50am. We will break for 20 minute morning tea at 10.25- 10.45. Final school hui 11.00-11.45
Children dismissed from classes at 12.00pm

End-of Year Reports: Children will be bringing their reports home next Thursday. Enclosed with each report will be some information/
suggestions of how parents can support their child’s learning at home.

On behalf of the staff sincere | would like to express our thanks to everyone for your support and encouragement over the year.

25 Ko

Take care and enjoy a safe and relaxing holiday break

From the Board...

Parent Survey
The results of the Parent Survey are available on the Seatoun School web site, (scroll down to BOT and PTA notices and “click”).

We received 91 responses to the survey. This is down on the previous survey where we had 114 respondents. Still, we believe this is an
acceptable response rate.

There was a high level of satisfaction with Seatoun School with over 95% of respondents indicating:

1. they are happy with their child’s education;
2. their child is happy at school; and
3. they are proud to be part of the Seatoun School Community.

The responses indicate strong support of the school culture and the teachers and staff.

There is also a high level of support for both the management and board.

Overall our assessment is that the responses are more positive than the last survey but not by a significant amount.
The open ended responses were broad ranging and a number of themes have been identified. These are:

ﬂ strong positive feedback about the school culture and teachers.
il starting school process, particularly for those commencing school NOT as ‘new entrants’ many not be working well for all children.

I some respondents would be keen to see more music introduced to the school, with the ability to have music lessons during school
hours or after hours.

I  anumber of comments relating to, what we have classified as rigour, meaning a wish for more structure.

The board has collated and distributed the responses to management and other groups within the school, such as Enviro Group, ITC team,
etc for them to consider and respond to the suggestions made.

These matters will become part of our agenda for board meetings so that we can continue to follow up on issues identified or suggestions
made.

Thank you to all those families that donated to the school this year. We received more than budgeted for this year which is extremely
gratifying.

The Board bids farewell to all those staff members who are leaving us this year. We are very grateful for your contribution to the school
and wish you well.

We hope you all have a fantastic (and safe) Christmas holidays.




From the PTA...

Seatoun Gala Update
Here is the latest update for the gala. We are currently looking for someone with graphic design expertise to help with creating a 'logo' for
the gala. If you know of someone or can help yourself please contact Tereska on 3883 588 or clothespeg@xtra.co.nz. Thanks . Here are the

stall updates:

Outdoor Kids Area

We would love to have some more parent helpers for the Outdoor Kids Area at our school gala next year! With more parent helpers, we can
arrange lots of great activities for the kids. Don't be shy, whether it is behind the scenes work leading up to the big day or on the day help,
the Outdoor Kids Area team would love to hear from you! Contact Meng Purcell 021554004 or 9770430.

Auctions and Raffles

If you know now that you have an item which we can use in the Auctions & Raffles area please let me know before school breaks up.
Unique and unusual items are popular, as are items that offer an experience. So if you or your company would be prepared to donate
something then please phone or email me. All goods large and small are needed. We need small 'lucky dip' items (eg chocolate bars, lol-
lies, pens, small toys) for our Tombola through to larger ticket items for the Auctions (eg offer of your bach for a weekend, artwork you've
created, vouchers from your business). So let me know: Penny Packard on 970 4168, penny.pete@clear.net.nz

** THE GARAGES ARE OPEN EVERY FRIDAY MORNING FROM 8.30-9AM **

Time for a Spring clean.....donate all your quality household goods, clothes, books, old toys etc to the Fair - garages open now...

Head into summer knowing you've had a good spring clean and donated items to the Fair to benefit your school community.

The garages behind the school will be open every Friday from 8.30am for you to drop off goods, or contact Annie Newell, 9346806 or
0272325778 regarding larger items or to arrange an alternative time.

Our fair is a wonderful day out and a valued fund raiser for the school. The PTA will need the support of the whole school community to
create this event and there are many ways you can help. It could be donating your time to a stall, assisting with the fair set up & clean up or
donating goods or services . For further information, please contact Tereska on 3883 588 or clothes peg@xtra.co.nz

December already and the pohutakawa flowers are ready to burst!! Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas and joyous New Year, and fun
and safe holidays.!!

Term 4 2011. Tues 25 October—Tues 20 December Newsl etter
Tue Parent Help M. Tea Newsletter contributions and feedback to Anne McLellan at ad-
8 13 Lost Property Display min@seatoun.school.nz. Contributions for next issue by 07 February
Junior Athletics 2012

14 Wed 2012 class Lists home How t o Contact Us

Inr Athletics pp

Reports Home Answerphone
15 Thu
Y8 Formal School Absences 388 7600 Extn 1
9 19 Mon Prizegiving Bulletin board 388 7600 Extn 2
20 Tue Last Day. Close 12.00pm Principal
Peter Pointon 388 7600 admin@seatoun.school.nz
Term 12012. Fri 03 February—Thu 05 April P.T.A.
Taman Farrell H.971.4545 taman@jewetts.co.nz
1 Feb 02 Thu Meet the Teacher Board of Trustees
b Fri School Starts. Hui 10.50am Richard Abbott H. 972 5409 richard.abbott@movac.co.nz
Feb 03
House sports in afternoon. H. 388 4487 X
Sarah Bacon sarah.bacon@izardweston.co.nz
2 06 Mon Waitangi Day H 380 9980 '
Mark Bates markandnish@xtra.co.nz
09 Thu Steeple Rock
Suzie Bognar H. 388 5953 bognargreen@xtra.co.nz
3 17 Fri Hui
Justine Bonner H. 380 8565 justinebonner@msn.com
4 20 Mon PAT Testing Week
23 Thu Steeple Rock Susan Kliffen W 388 7600 susan.kliffen@seatoun.school.nz
After School Child Care 2012 SUSHI - Friday 9th Dec is the last day of sushi this year. Happy holi-
East Care After Three (ECAT) in Miramar is a non-profit community group day's. Jane & Rachel - Wrap it Up Sushi

run by a Parents committee. For more information and to enrol, phone
Cathie on 920 5998
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